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STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS

Southfields Primary School’s curriculum for Religious Education (RE) meets the 
requirements of the 1988 Education Reform Act (ERA). The ERA stipulates that 
Religious Education is compulsory for all children, including those in the reception 
class who are less than five years old. The ERA allows parents to withdraw their child
from Religious Education classes if they so wish, although only after they have given 
written notice to the school governors. The ERA also allows teachers to refuse to 
teach Religious Education, but only after they have given due notice of their intention 
to the school governors. The Religious Education curriculum forms an important part 
of our school’s spiritual, moral and social teaching. It also promotes education for 
citizenship. Our school RE curriculum is based on the Coventry and Warwickshire RE
Agreed Syllabus, and it meets all the requirements set out in that document. The ERA
states that the RE syllabus should reflect the fact that religious traditions in Great 
Britain are in the main Christian, and that it should, at the same time, take account of 
the teachings and practices of other major religions.

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT OF INTENT

Religious Education is a vital part in supporting and developing children’s acceptance 
of others across the school, wider community and world. Children who attend 
Southfields bring with them a wide range of world faiths, beliefs, values and traditions 
and we use this rich resource to encourage our pupils to ask questions about the 
world and to reflect on their own beliefs, values and experiences, and those of others 
in our unique school. The children are encouraged to explore, research and discuss 
different religious beliefs and customs. They will apply this knowledge to considered 
and respectful class discussions on a range of aspects of birth, life and death. Key 
questions are used for children to be able to confidently and sensitively vocalise their 
own beliefs and opinions but accept the beliefs of others and learn from them.  Our 
Religious Education curriculum is further enhanced with opportunities to visit places 
of worship in our local area.

AIMS
 develop an awareness of spiritual and moral issues arising in their lives;
 develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other major world

religions and value systems found in Britain;
 develop an understanding of what it means to be committed to a religious 

tradition;
 be able to reflect on their own experiences and to develop a personal 

response to the fundamental questions of life;
 develop an understanding of religious traditions and to appreciate the 

cultural differences in our society.
 develop investigative and research skills, and make reasoned judgements 

about religious issues;



 have respect for other people’s views, and celebrate the diversity in society.

IMPLEMENTATION 

The teaching and learning style in RE at Southfields is based on the key principle that
good teaching in RE allows children both to learn about religious traditions and to 
reflect on what the religious ideas and concepts mean to them. Teachers enable 
children to extend their own sense of values and promotes their spiritual growth and 
development and encourage them to think about their own views and values in 
relation to the themes and topics studied in the RE curriculum.

All children in the school are taught RE, including those in the Reception class. In the 
Early Years Foundation Stage, Religious Education is an integral part of the topic 
work covered during the year. Children are taught through festivals that are relevant 
to the specific cohort as they take place throughout the year. As the Reception Team 
work under the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, we relate the Religious 
Education aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out under the Personal, 
Social and Emotional Development (PSED) and Knowledge and Understanding of the
World (KUW) areas which are crucial to the development and progress of all pupils at 
this stage. Children learn through play, speaking and listening activities, teacher 
modelling, group work and self-direction. 

At KS1 and 2 Children study “Big Questions” within religious faiths and also compare 
the religious views of different faith groups on topics such as rites of passage or 
festivals. Children have opportunities to discuss religious and moral issues amongst 
themselves as well as with visitors, use computers (working individually or in groups) 
and are given the opportunity to prepare presentations and share these with others. 
Our teaching and learning styles in RE enable children to build on their own 
experiences and extend their knowledge and understanding of religious traditions. We
use their experiences at religious festivals such as Easter, Eid, Diwali and Pesach 
(amongst many others) to develop their religious thinking. Southfields organises visits
to local places of worship and invites representatives of local religious groups to come
into school and talk to the children. Each Year Group should arrange at least one RE 
visit or Visitor to visit the school each academic year. They also arrange one 
celebration/theme day based on their curriculum. Our teaching is planned from the 
Coventry and Warwickshire Religious Education Agreed Syllabus and the Statutory 
Framework for EYFS. We plan RE learning flexibly and ensure that the appropriate 
balance of whole class, group and individual teaching is retained. We offer 
opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each 
unit, and we ensure that the progression planned into the scheme of work offers the 
children an increasing challenge as they move through the school. 

We carry out the curriculum planning in Religious Education in three phases (long-
term, medium-term and short-term). The long-term plan maps the RE topics studied 
in each term during each key stage. There are three main strands running through the
Coventry and Warwickshire RE Agreed syllabus. These are believing, expressing and
living. At Southfields we have ensured that there is adequate exploration of each of 
these main strands but also that units build learning progressively in order to offer a 
broad and balanced curriculum. Units are covered thematically and systematically 
throughout each year group. 

Individual lesson plans for each unit/topic have been prepared for class teachers by 
the LEA and the Subject Leader and list the specific learning objectives for that 



lesson. These plans are adaptable and teachers ensure that they are appropriately 
delivered, taking account of the needs of the children in each class. In order to 
effectively cover all of the aspects of RE, a wide range of teaching and learning styles
are employed during planning. Each class has a copy of all the units for their year 
group and plans are often discussed on an informal basis with the RE subject leader. 
All plans are available to staff on the shared network for ease of access and 
modification.

The qualities and success criteria for children’s work is made clear to them (see 
separate Marking and Feedback Policy). Each class has a Religious Education 
learning journal for work to be celebrated and staff to record comments and give 
pointers to help the children make progress. 

IMPACT

Religious education enables children to investigate and reflect on some of the most 
fundamental questions asked by people. At Southfields, children’s knowledge and 
understanding of the major world faiths is developed and fundamental questions 
concerning, for example, the meaning of life are addressed. Children are enabled to 
develop a sound knowledge not only of Christianity but also of other world religions, 
especially those that are the main faiths of children within our school. Children reflect 
on what it means to have a faith and to develop their own spiritual knowledge and 
understanding. We help the children learn from religions as well as about religions.

Children demonstrate their ability in RE through a variety of different ways. Younger 
children might, for example, act out a famous story from the Bible, whilst older pupils 
might produce a PowerPoint presentation based on their investigation of sacred texts.
Teachers will assess children’s work in religious education by making informal 
judgements as we observe them during lessons. On completion of a piece of work, 
the teacher assesses the work and gives the child written or verbal feedback to help 
guide progress. Each class has a RE class journal where examples of work, 
photographs, artwork and drama activities are added collaboratively. 

Assessments are carried out at the end of each taught unit to measure progress and 
attainment and to ensure children are accessing information effectively and are being 
challenged in their understanding. If children are keeping up with the curriculum, they 
are deemed to be making expected or more than expected progress. This information
is used for setting new goals, and for passing information on to the next teacher at the
end of the year.

CONTRIBUTION OF RE TO OTHER SUBJECT AREAS
RE contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively 
promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Children are often 
encouraged to record information in order to develop their writing ability. 

ICT is used where appropriate in RE. The children find, select and analyse 
information, using the Internet and also use ICT to review, modify and evaluate their 
work and to improve presentation. Teachers use interactive whiteboards for whole 
class or group teaching. 

At Southfields, the RE curriculum has links to the School GARK values (Good 
Learning, Acceptance, Respect and Kindness). Through RE lessons, we teach the 
children about the values and moral beliefs that underpin individual choices of 
behaviour. We also promote the values and attitudes required for citizenship in a 



democracy by teaching respect for others and the need for personal responsibility. By
promoting tolerance and understanding of other people, we enable children to 
appreciate what it means to be positive members of our pluralistic society. 

Through teaching Religious Education in our school, we provide opportunities for 
spiritual development. Children consider and respond to questions concerning the 
meaning and purpose of life. Teachers help them to recognise the difference between
right and wrong through the study of moral and ethical questions. Teachers enhance 
their social development by helping them to build a sense of identity in a multicultural 
society. Children explore issues of religious faith and values and by doing so they 
develop their knowledge and understanding of the cultural context of their own lives. 
(please see SMSC policy)

Special Educational Needs Disability (SEND) / EAL/Pupil Premium / Higher 
Attainers

Any child with identified SEND or in receipt of pupil premium funding may have work 
additional to and different from their peers in order to access the curriculum 
dependent upon their individual needs. Our school aims to provide for all children with
a curriculum that allows for appropriate differentiation. This may be by outcome, task, 
resources, support, interest or ability groupings as appropriate. Opportunities are 
planned for children with SEND to work on their Individual Educational Plan targets. 
These targets are reviewed each term by the class teacher, SENCo and outside 
agencies such as Educational Psychologist, Social Emotional Mental Health & 
Learning, Complex Communication Team or Speech and Language Therapy Service.

Children who have English as a second language are given extra support, as 
necessary, with an EAL intervention, in class from teachers or interpreters if possible, 
to enable them to gain the knowledge, understanding and skills set out in the RE 
Curriculum. 

STAKEHOLDER INVOLVEMENT 

Southfields values the engagement of all stakeholders such as pupils, parents, staff 
and governors. We have strong links with parents, informing them of and including 
them in their children’s progress and explaining the school’s approach to the teaching
of RE through termly parent meetings and annual written reports. Parents are invited 
into school for events linked to RE such as assemblies and community days. All 
stakeholders are actively encouraged to engage with school life and one way of doing
this is by viewing our school website for information and advice. 

ROLE OF THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SUBJECT LEADER

The RE Subject Leader maintains a culture of high expectations for all children and 
staff and leads by good example. Effective and regular monitoring takes place, to 
identify and spread good practice across the school. An evaluation of aspects of RE 
teaching is carried out, whether in the form of lesson observations, speaking to 
children or scrutiny of work to ensure effective delivery, differentiation and 
progression towards targets set. An understanding of the school’s effectiveness of RE
provision is also informed by what pupils, parents and governors think. Stakeholder 
feedback is actively sought.



The RE Subject Leader engages supportively with colleagues, managing them and 
their workload in realistic and constructive ways. There is also a focus on improving 
their own and colleagues’ subject knowledge in RE.

Through professional dialogue and monitoring activities the RE Subject Leader is able
to recognise any particular difficulties staff may have in delivering the curriculum and 
will determine any additional subject leader support or whole school INSET which 
may be required.

CONCLUSION:
This policy should be read in conjunction with the following school policies:
Teaching and Learning 
Assessment and Record Keeping 
Marking and Feedback
PSHE
SMSC
Drama
Health and Safety 
SEND
EYFS 
Gender Equality
Racial Equality
Online Safety


